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upon it. But what did we witness in the great pandal in which
the foundation ceremony was performed by the Viceroy ? Cer-
tainly a most gorgeous show, an exhibition of jewellery which
made a splendid feast for the eyes of the greatest jeweller who
chose to come from Paris. I compare with the richly bedecked
noblemen the millions of the poor; and I feel like saying to
these noblemen, 'There is no salvation for India unless you
strip yourselves of this jewellery and hold it in trust for your
countrymen in India.' (Hear, Hear and Applause.) I am sure
it is not the desire of the King-Emperor or Lord Hardinge that,
in order to show the truest loyalty to our King-Emperor, it is
necessary for us to ransack our jewellery-boxes and to appear
bedecked from top to toe. I would undertake, at the peril of
my life, to bring to you a message from King George himself
that he expects nothing of the kind. Sir, whenever I hear of a
great palace rising in any great city of India, be it in British
India or be it in India which is ruled by our great Chiefs, I
become jealous at once and I say, * Oh, it is the money that
has come from the agriculturists.' Over 75 per cent of the popu-
lation are agriculturists, and Mr. Higginbotham told us last
night in his own felicitous language that they are the men who
grow two blades of grass in the place of one. But there cannot
be much spirit of self-government about us if we take away
or allow others to take away from them almost the whole of
the results of their labour. Our salvation can only come through
the farmer. Neither the lawyers, nor the doctors, nor the rich
landlords are going to secure it.
Now, last but not the least, it is my bounden duty to refer
to what agitated our minds during these two or three days. All
of us have had many anxious moments while the Viceroy was
going through the streets of Banaras. There were detectives
stationed in many places. We were horrified. We asked our-
selves, 'Why this distrust? Is it not better that even Lord
Hardinge should die than live a living death ? ' But a repre-
sentative of a mighty sovereign may not. He might find it
necessary even to live a living death. But why was it neces-
sary to impose these detectives on us ? We may foam, we may
i fret, we may resent, but let us not forget that India of today
in her impatience has produced an army of anarchists. I